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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 - 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gabbianelli (U.S. Patent Application Number 09/845,346) in views of Beckman (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,769,178) and Wang (U.S. Patent Application Number 10/405,957). 

3. As to claim 1 , Gabianelli teaches a method for producing a vehicle component 
which includes spring strut mountings elongate (figure 2, circular mounting elements 
facing inward from elements 54 and 34); wherein: horizontally disposed spaced apart 
parallel elongate tubular longitudinal member hollow profiles (figure 1 , elements 24 and 
26; page 2, column 16) are connected nonreleasably to one another at respective 
longitudinal ends thereof, by tubular cross member hollow profiles (figure 1 , elements 
40 and 48; page 2, paragraph 18 and page 3, paragraph 31). Note that this is found 
because Gabianelli teaches that these cross members are formed through a stamping 
process which would inherently result in a hollow profile. Gabianelli also teaches a 
hollow-profile-like crossbar capable of receiving a rear axle (figure 1 , element 42; page 
2, paragraph 18 and page 3, paragraph 31), a differential and transveral link (figure 1, 
element 28; page 5, paragraph 39), and a hollow-profile-like crossbar which is spaced 
apart in the longitudinal direction (figure 1, element 44; page 2, paragraph 18 and page 
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3, paragraph 31 ) and is capable of securing a vehicle transmission between the two 
end-side cross member hollow profiles, and secured on the longitudinal member hollow 
profiles (figure 1 , elements 24, 26, 28, 40, 44, 46, and 48; page 3, paragraph 31 and 
page 5, paragraph 39); size and shape of the cross section of the longitudinal member 
hollow profiles are formed in an expanding manner by means of internal high pressure 
forming (figure 2, elements 30, 32, and 34; page 2, paragraphs 17-19). Gibianelli also 
teaches a plurality of body mountings (figure 1 , mounting elements facing outward from 
elements 54, 34, 150, and 32), and bearing mountings (figure 1, mounting elements 
facing outward from element 12), but does not teach a method of manufacturing these 
mountings. Beckman and Wang each teach a method of manufacturing mountings. 
Beckman teaches forming secondary shaped elements laterally from the longitudinal 
member hollow profile (figure 5, element 64; column 6, lines 43 - 47) by application of a 
fluidic internal high pressure (figure 5, element 64; column 3, lines 8-12 and 24 - 30) 
and subsequent vertical perforation of the secondary shaped elements (figure 5, 
element 64a; column 6, lines 43 - 47). Alternatively, Wang teaches forming secondary 
shaped elements laterally from the longitudinal member hollow profile by application of 
a fluidic internal high pressure process (figure 3, element 42; page 2, paragraph 19). 
Wang further teach the secondary shaped elements to be unperforated and contain an 
edge of the upper side of the respective longitudinal member hollow profile (figure 4, 
elements 38, 42, and 45; page 2, paragraph 19) Note that this can be found because 
the protrusion shares an edge with the respective longitudinal member hollow profile 
(see figure 4, at contact point of elements 45 and 38). While Wang does not teach 
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secondary shaped elements being pinched flat, it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art to pinch the elements flat such that a radially protruding sheet metal 
fold is formed so that the protrusions more easily attach to the part to be connected to 
the longitudinal member. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to form the 
mountings taught in Gabbianelli through the process taught by Beckman and Wang 
because Gabbianelli teaches a longitudinal member with a plurality of mountings but 
does not teach the method of making the mountings, while Beckman and Wang teach a 
method of making mountings for the mountings. 

4. As to claim 2, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to pinch the 
radially protruding sheet metal fold by means of an internal high pressure forming die. 

5. As to claim 3, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to perforate the 
holes in the body mountings, bearing mountings, longitudinal links, and spring strut 
mountings by hole punches which are integrated into an internal high pressure forming 
die, in which the longitudinal member hollow profiles are formed by internal high 
pressure. 

6. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gabianelli, in view ofBeckman, and Wang as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Cudini (U.S. Patent Number 4,567,743). Neither Gabianelli, Beckman, or Wang 
teach a method for forming the crossbar. Cudini teach a crossbar formed from an oval 
tube (figure 1 , element 1 0; column 2, lines 46 - 48), a central region of at least on the 
longitudinal side of the oval tube being pressed in by means of a punch (figure 5, 
elements 37 and 38). Cudini does not teach the punch to press until its longitudinal 
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sides come together. However, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
have the punch continue to press until its longitudinal sides come to bear against each 
other, so that the crossbar described in Gabbianelli (figure 1 , elements 44 and 46) may 
be formed. Cudini also teaches expanding the side cavities which arise by applying 
internal high pressure, with the longitudinal sides continuing to bear against each other, 
to form tubes which run parallel and have an approximately circular cross section 
(column 6, lines 2-12). Neither Gabbianelli, Beckman, Wang, nor Cudini teach a hole 
being punched in the axle mounting. However, it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art to punch a hole in the longitudinal side of the rear axle mounting, which 
is capable of securing mountings for a differential and transmission, by means of a 
punch. 

Claim Objections 

7. Claims 4-6,8-11, and 14-25 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHRISTOPHER BESLER whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-5331 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 - 5:00, Monday - 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bryant David can be reached on (571 ) 272-4520. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 4176 
/Marvin M. Lateef/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4176 



